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Not Sure if Your
Caravan Needs
a Rear Vision

- Camera?

Use the ‘UnifiedAR’ app to view the video
For Apple and Android

ACCELERATE /

AUTO HIEGTRIES

proudly sponsored by

How to Power
Your Camping
Fridge

You’ve just bought your new
12V camping fridge, now
how on earth do you keep
the power running so your
food (and beer) stay icy cold?

You have a few options, but
like everything in life, there are
pros and cons to all of them.

Using your Starting Battery
Please Note: We do not
recommend this type of setup.

Your Starting Battery’s sole
purpose is to start your car,
as these batteries deliver a
big burst of energy for only
a few seconds. You can run a
cable from the starting battery
to your fridge and voila, you
have power. However, starting
batteries are not designed
for powering a fridge where
a low output is required
for an extended period.

Using the cigarette socket that
comes standard in most cars
from factory is an option, but it
will only provide power when
the car is running. You could
get an extra outlet installed
that will provide power to the
fridge when the car is turned off
however you’ll probably end
up with a flat starting battery.

Most 12 volt camping fridges
these days have a low battery
cut-out feature. The theory
is if you go to bed with your
fridge running from your
starting battery, the low battery
cut-out will turn the fridge
off when the battery gets to a
certain voltage. This should
ensure there is sufficient power
in your starting battery to
start the vehicle the next day.

Let’s just say, relying on the
low battery cut-out is a risky
move. If a light is left on in the
car or you leave the door open
for a few minutes you run the

risk that the car won’t start.
Not ideal, especially if you are
heading somewhere remote

Dual Battery System

The best way to ensure
your fridge will stay cold
overnight and your car will
start in the morning is with
a Dual Battery System.

As the name suggests, a dual
battery system means you
will have two batteries in
your vehicle. The original
starting battery and a 2nd
auxiliary battery which can
be used to power your fridge
and other 12 volt accessories.

We  generally recommend
a deep cycle battery, they
are designed to consistently
deliver small amounts of
power, for much longer
and to allow a much deeper
discharge, reducing damage.

The type of dual battery
system you choose  will
depend on numerous things.

* How much you want to spend

*Where you are installing it
(Under Bonnet, incaborin tray
or in caravan/camper trailer)

* How long you need to run the
fridge and other accessories

*How long you can go
in between charges

Like everything in life,
there are lots of options
when it comes to the type
of system you can install.

Standalone Battery Box

The Fridge will plug directly
into a stand-alone auxiliary
battery box. The battery needs
to be connected to 240 volt to
charge, you can do this before
you leave home or if you are
staying at a powered camp
ground. Depending on battery
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size, youwill generally getabout

2 days run time from the fridge.

Vehicle Charge via Isolator

You can also have a standalone
battery or a battery installed
into your car. Power is fed
from the car’s alternator to the
starting battery via an isolator
then to the auxiliary battery.
The auxiliary battery gets
charged while the vehicle is
running. When the vehicle is
off the isolator stops charge
being fed from the starting
battery to the auxiliary battery
to ensure the starter battery
is always charged. Generally,
requires about a day of full
driving to recharge the auxiliary
battery and generally will

only charge to a max of 80%.

DC-DC Charger

Power is fed from the car’s
alternator to the starting battery
via a DC-DC Charger then
to the Auxiliary battery. The
auxiliary battery is charged
while the vehicle is running.
When the vehicle is off, the
DC-DC Charger
charge feed to ensure the starter

stops the

battery is always charged. The
DC-DC Charger is configured
with the chemistry of the
auxiliary battery to ensure
it charges to 100%. Most
DC-DC Chargers also have
a solar input option so you can

charge the battery via solar.

& AIR-CONDITIONING

EASTER
CLEARANCE
SALE

Weigh Safe 4" Adjustable
Drop Down Hitch
was $675 NOW $550

Thunder 160W Folding Solar
Panel
Limited Stock Available
was $804 NOW $365
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Titan Series LED Light Bar
120 Watt
was $480 NOW $335
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Caravan Only
Includes: 1x Monitor, 1x Camera,
7.5M + 15M Cable

from $897*

& AIR-CONDITIONING

Caravan Only with WOZA
Includes: 1x Monitor, 1x Camera
7.5M + 15M Cable, WOZA Cable

from $ 1157 *

Caravan & Car
Includes: 1x Monitor, 2x Cameras, 2x 7.5M
Cable, 15M Cable, WOZA Cable

from $1297*

CALL US TODAY 5479 6652

17 Trinder Avenue, Maroochydore | www.amae.net.au

*Supplied & Installed
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